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The Statesman, 4th Dec. 1938—“Somcthing
new in the history of the Bengali stage was
attempted by the Calcutta Art Players last evening
at the Iirst Empire Theatre, when they adapted an
Indian fairy-tale to the European Conception-ofw
pantomime, while maintaining its full Indianv
characteristics. .+-.-----In the story of “Rupkatha,”
Manmatha Ray, the author brought out all the
items that constitute Indian fairy-tales—a winged-
Horse, the Magic-flute, Golden Beetle and the Gold
and Silver Wands—and -of course, the Demons
formed an inseparable background.”

-ertamteE-ofasl, «¥ o seee—Frzw
afE—FrTAaE  @F EAN | @ FeNT WAS
sifeds wfes Afafos; fog Fioul wifedies ame
o faqta B @ Af® WA A AT @IB1 cAe
iy WF 1 wiareeien wfens, wfeng e gEaT
atqedr, Afestmate e, e awisifw Afbwifa
S g Sl caty 23 1o

g37 @i ofenq ¢ FfEfas @b 59 ==
Agw a9y AT wfeafrs afsy |

Amrita Bazar Patrika. 6th. Dec. 1938 -
REREES Manmatha Ray, the noted playwright of
the Modern Bengal School, has given it an exqui-
site dramatic shape mostly on the lines of the
European pantomime, affording ample scopes for
music and dancing. His remodelling of the agc-
old story of the Prince Charming, his undying love
for the Princess Charming carried away by an Ogre
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and his rescue of her from within the prison of the
Ogre’s enchanted castle—has been truly masterly.
He has packed his story with irresistible situations,
with all the refreshing simplicity of a fairy-tale
romance and with enthralling drama. Where he
has branded the popular theme with his individual
brilliance is his extra touch of symbolism tugged
on to the shrewdly artistic establishment of love’s
~eterital truimph over brute force..----- ”

FolteT—afwimes fewrma ssor .- galfes @
Qg ter e AT FEeara aivete @ afeame

Af%S Ol @lrsTa F4a% T O sfaten ¥fs wia rea V7

ST ABTFA wiw e A
A1 e AfE w@—eR ARl s afeR
el ol ofte Saia ¥ AR «F FaFAlT—
fog siwme AlbPR w-2® R S =faee fl's
g Fae weife sra 1.7

Advance, 7.12. 38%..... The fable ‘Rupkatha’
is built from the pages of the fairy land by Mr.
Manmatha Ray, a noted figure in Modern Bengali
literature The way he has plugged charming
dialogue revolving entirely on a note of suggesti-
vity, bespeaks his mastery of story-telling.
The effective dialogue has much to do with the
dramatic build up...-”’
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Dipali, gth Dec. 1938. “...... Mr. Manmatha
Ray, writer of the piece, has struck a new note
in stage-literature by nicely adapting the story of
the cxiled Yaksha to the requircments of a fairy
tale, and the combination of colour, tune and
rhythm that accompanied its stage-representation
went to make it unique. In fact, this type of {airy-
tale in pantomime is to be rarely seen in our
theatres, and thc credit goes to the C.A.LP.-im
reviving a neglected aspect of stage-art..----- ?

RIPHEA-—v3 fumma svev | o FATd? AdYe-
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VIDYUTPARNA

Amrita Bazar Patrika.Sunday—-ath Sept, 1935

Mr. Manmatha Roy, who with his remarkable
literary gift has won his way to the fore-front of
the dramatistsof the day has given us this new play.

«VIDYUTPARNA” would be estcemed by
many keen lovers of drama as having brought a
whiff of fresh breeze in Bengal’s jaded arena of
dramas. This one-act gem, complete in four
compactly knitted out scenes, is a pleasant revela-
tion of further developments of Mr. Roy’s gift of
the dramatic pen, calling forth the best in him.



The main thread of the story is perfectly
well preserved, linking on to it the engaging by-
plays with consummate craftsmanship. ~The
writer’s deep insight into and understanding of
human characters and his grasp of the art of
creating and then ably tackling dramatic situations
all imbued with the touch of his literary distinction,
all go to make his work ingeniously bright.
“VIDYUTPARNA, is a legend of yore which
while thoroughly ingratiating g, its foldings of
legendary grandeur, is mnot bereft of a shrewd
touch of modernism. The characters from his pen
have just that artful hue of over-colour which
makes them memorable.. .- Price As-12.

RAJNATI
HindustanStandard. #ar.13,1938.Cal. Edition..

At a time when modern Bengali literature was
really in need of a good dramatist, Sj Manmatha
Ray appeared in this sphere with his keen insight
into human nature and his extraordinary talent in
creating atruly dramatic situation in his characters.

In his book RAJNATI Sj Roy has once again
exhibited his originality in this art. To those who
complain of a dearth of suitable Bengali dramas
for amateurs we are glad to recommend this book
with this hope that it will be received with the same
kind of appreciation as it was the case in Calcutta
when it was staged by the C. A.P...--.-Price As, 12.
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